
 

 

Montessori Readiness Checklist: Transition from 

Infants to Children’s House 

Practical Life Skills 

Child can: 

o  Feed themselves independently using spoon or fork 

o  Pour water from a small jug to a cup with minimal spilling 

o  Wipe a spill or clean up a small mess independently 

o  Dress and undress with minimal help (simple clothing, shoes, jacket) 

o  Wash and dry hands independently 

o  Carry a tray or small object carefully 

o  Return materials to the shelf after use 

o  Follow simple routines (snack, tidy-up, handwashing) 

 

Cognitive / Readiness to Work 

Child can: 

o  Focus on one activity for 5–10 minutes 

o  Complete a simple task before moving to another 

o  Follow two-step directions (e.g. “Get your cup and sit at the table”) 
o  Match or sort by shape, size, or colour 

o  Identify or name familiar objects and pictures 

o  Begin to understand and use simple sequencing (“first–then”) 
o  Recognise their own belongings and classroom materials 

 

Language Development 

Child can: 

o  Use short sentences to express needs and thoughts 

o  Understand and follow simple verbal instructions 

o  Name familiar people, objects, and actions 

o  Engage in short conversations with peers or adults 

o  Enjoy listening to short stories or songs 

o  Begin to show interest in books and pictures 

o  Ask simple “what” or “where” questions 

 



 

 

 

Sensorial Awareness 

Child can: 

o  Explore materials using multiple senses 

o  Notice differences in size, shape, and colour 

o  Sort or match objects based on one property 

o  Stack or build with blocks carefully 

o  Handle delicate objects gently 

 

Social & Emotional Development 

Child can: 

o  Separate from parent/carer with minimal distress 

o  Show curiosity and interest in classroom activities 

o  Begin to play alongside or with other children 

o  Take turns with adult guidance 

o  Express basic emotions appropriately (happy, sad, upset) 

o  Respond positively to gentle correction or redirection 

o  Begin to understand classroom boundaries and routines 

 

Physical Development 

Child can: 

o  Walk and run confidently 

o  Carry small objects steadily 

o  Use pincer grasp (thumb and forefinger) 

o  Hold and use simple tools (spoon, brush, crayon) 

o  Show coordination and balance in movement activities 

 

Readiness for Children’s House 

Child is: 

o  Showing independence in self-care and classroom routines 

o  Able to focus on an activity for 10–15 minutes 

o  Interested in imitating older children’s work 



 

 

 

o  Communicating effectively with adults and peers 

o  Curious about letters, numbers, or sounds in the environment 

o  Consistent in toileting routines (or nearly independent) 

o  Comfortable in a group setting with minimal adult support 

 


