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Pets and Animal Care Policy 

Our Philosophy 

At EMAS, we view animal care as an essential component of the Montessori curriculum. Daily 

interaction with animals promotes empathy, responsibility, respect for life, and environmental 

stewardship. Children learn how to care for living beings, building a foundation of compassion and 

practical life skills. This policy reflects the Scottish Schools Animal Welfare Code and the principles of 

the Animal Health and Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006. 

Animal Companions Across the School 

We provide age-appropriate opportunities for animal care at every developmental stage: 

Infant Community (Ages 1–3) 

• Animals: Tropical fish; occasionally small rodents (e.g. mice or hamsters). 
• Involvement: 
  - Observe and help feed fish under close supervision. 

  - Simple tasks like pouring water or sprinkling food. 

  - Model gentle observation and calm behaviour. 

  - Begin hygiene routines, including handwashing before and after helping. 

Children’s House (Ages 3–6) 

• Animals: Gerbils, hamsters, or guinea pigs. 
• Involvement: 
  - Feed animals, replenish water, gently handle under supervision. 

  - Assist in cleaning cages and preparing bedding. 

  - Daily responsibilities, care routines, and observing animal behaviour. 

  - Lessons on empathy and biological needs. 

Elementary (Ages 6–12) 

• Animals: Rodents and reptiles. 

• Involvement: 
  - Rotating care duties: feeding, cleaning, habitat maintenance. 

  - Research proper care routines. 

  - Observe behaviour, create care logs and interdisciplinary reports. 

  - Maintain outdoor enclosures. 

Teens (Ages 12–18) 

• Animals: Chickens, ducks, rabbits, pygmy goats. 
• Involvement: 
  - Manage feeding, cleaning, egg collection, animal health. 

  - Seasonal care, including winter care. 

  - Rotating schedules, animal care journals. 

  - Ethical discussions, environmental studies, mentoring younger peers. 
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Hygiene and Safety 

• Handwashing before and after animal contact. 
• Supervised animal handling at all times. 
• Regular cleaning of cages and habitats using safe products. 
• Daily health monitoring and prompt reporting of concerns. 

Animal Welfare Compliance 

We adhere to the five welfare needs outlined in the Scottish Schools Animal Welfare Code: 

1. Proper diet 

2. Appropriate environment 

3. Companionship (as needed) 

4. Health care 

5. Ability to express natural behaviours 

Inclusion and Accessibility 

• Allergies, phobias, or cultural considerations respected. 

• Families encouraged to communicate any specific concerns. 

Learning Outcomes 

Animal care supports Curriculum for Excellence outcomes in: 

• Health and Wellbeing (responsibility, hygiene, empathy) 
• Sciences (life processes, ecosystems) 
• Social Studies (ethical discussions, environmental awareness) 
• Literacy/Numeracy (observation, journaling, planning) 

 

References: 

• Scottish Schools Animal Welfare Code (Scottish Government, 2020) 
• Animal Health and Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006 

 

For further information or feedback, please contact the School Office. 

 


